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The British author Neil Gaiman
Neil Richard MacKinnon Gaiman is a British author for graphic novels, short fiction, comic books, nonfiction, films, and audio theatre. His works is fantastic and best-selling because it combines elements of horror, science fiction, ancient mythology, dark fantasy, and biblical allegory (Rata, 2015). Some of his distinguished novels include; Coraline, Stardust, American Gods, The Graveyard Book, and the series comic book The Sandman. The unique style of his literary works has made him a distinguished author and earned him numerous awards. Gaiman’s collaboration with Dave McKean and the DCs publishers facilitates his success in the literary works.
Biography
Neil Gaiman was born at Portchester England in 10th of November 1960. His mother worked in a pharmacy while his father was an entrepreneur for a vitamin-pill industry. In his childish age, Gaiman had passion for comic books. Some of the role models that influenced Gaiman life to the comic literature are; Lewis Caroll, Mary Shelley, Alan Moore, Lord Dunsany, among others. He started freelance writing ventured in 1977 after graduation from Whitgift school. In the year 1987 with the aid of the Dave McKean, the illustrator, he published his first graphic novel Violent Cases, which was absurdly comic and humorous (Rata, 2015). Thereafter, he partnered with DC publishers who were the breakthrough to his prominence after publishing the Sandman, an award-winning series novel that comprised seventy-five issues (Campbell, 2017). Since then, Gaiman has authored several comic works, short stories, graphic novels, that target both adults and children as the audience. In the corridors of Journalism, Gaiman wrote for BBC television a six-part series, Neverwhere, which later became a full-length novel. As a film-maker, in 2005 he presented the premiere of Mirrormask to the Jim Henson company, with Dave McKean being the designer and director of the film. Between 1988-1990, Gaiman was the chairman of the Society of Comic Illustrators, and a board member for the Global Museum of Cartoon Art. He offers financial support to the Comic Legal Defense Fund and lives in Minnesota together with his family of three children.
Major works
Gaiman authoritarian originally came to the public domain after the publishing of the Sandman, a comic series that entailed seventy-five issues. Initially, these seventy-five issues were published as individual books between 1988-1996 but later compiled into ten large graphic novels. The obscure character in the Sandman series who is referred as Dream, the Lord of Dreaming, Morpheus, and the Prince of Stories, is a family member of the seven supernatural beings called the Endless (Gaiman, 2014). Each of these seven supernatural beings present a unique state of mind; Delirium, Death, Desire, Despair, Destruction, Dream and Destiny. Death is portrayed as a good-natured young lady with a punk-rock fashion dress, while Delirium is depicted as a loquacious young girl having green and pink hair, who jog around carrying a fish on a leash (Prescott, 2015). The Sandman, or Dream, is a sallow, scrawny man with sunken eyes who rules over the Dreaming, a marvelous realm which people enter only while asleep. His symbol of power consists of a pouch of magical sand, a ruby dream jewel, and a helmet. Gaiman’s wishes were to end the story of Sandman while it is at its ultimate height. Thus, the death of Sandman happens in the issue sixty-nine, although six more issues are described before the completion of the epic tale.
The other successful novels that were published during and after the run on the Sandman include; Good Omens (1990), Stardust (1998), Witch (1990), Anansi Boys (2005), American Gods (2001),. All these novels targeted old adults as the audience. In 1997, Gaiman recognized the beginners and young readers by releasing, “The Day I Swapped My Dad for Two Goldfish” (Campbell, 2017). The book is absurdly comic and incorporates elements of the surreal. It features a young boy who is the narrator and trades his dad to a merchant for two goldfish. Upon the boy’s mother realization, the boy tries to reverse the business but it is too late because the merchant has already traded the father to another boy.
Critical Reception
Gaiman’s engagement of children as the protagonists has largely received positive critical response. His novels have been applauded by many commentators due to incorporation of multiple literary mediums which has enabled him divert from the standard genre rules making his work unique. The collaboration between Gaiman and Dave McKean has also pleased the readers since the illustrator skills complement Gaiman’s absurdity and humor.  Some people have also raised concerns on the appropriateness for young readers of the mild scary themes that features in the books; The Wolves in the Walls and the Coraline. However, both works have been embraced by librarians and children. Other renown authors like Iain Emsley have commended both McKean and Gaiman for the employment of fairy and fantasy tale in the children’s books (Rata, 2016). Emsley argue that this literary style has resurrected the traditional techniques and availed them to the modern audience, thus giving the modern story a considerable weight.
Awards
The Sandman book of series is one of Gaiman’s works that he is proud of after the comic novel clinched nine awards from the Will Eisner Comic Industry. Also, the same book has won three Harvey Awards not forgetting that issue 19 which is a subtitle in the novel took the best short story in 1991 Global Fantasy Award (Gaiman, 2014). Gaiman’s novel “Stardust won the Mythopoeic Award for being the best book for adults. American Gods is another novel that made Gaiman a distinguished author after winning several awards including; the Bram Stoker, Hugo, Horror Writers Association,Nebula, and the World Fantasy Awards. Caraline has also won several awards including; Elizabeth Burr, the British Science Fiction, Hugo and Nebula awards. The other Gaiman’s novels that have been appreciated by various institutions are; The Wolves in the Walls and The Day I Swapped My Dad for Two Goldfish.
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